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Europe’s Most Stunning Hidden Gems 
 

Let’s face it, you have seen Europe. You have been to the big cities and been enthralled by the 

history, the architecture and the food.  

 

But you have also had to cleave through crowds of tourists like a salmon swimming upstream in order 

to see what everyone else is seeing.  

 

 
 

Deep in your heart you long for a Europe that is far from the crowds and offers a more personal 

European experience.  

 

In my capacity as travel professional, I hear over and over that people want hidden gems, the off the 

beaten path, the close up and personal experiences. Above all, they are looking for experience and 

connection with the people who have created the cultures and masterpieces that are there for us to 

breathlessly discover and enjoy.  

 

But how do we know where to go? Exploring Europe is expensive. Just the flights can set you back 

thousands (if you don’t know when and how to buy). You don’t want to waste all that money for an 

experience that might leave you disappointed.  

 



 

 

With this in mind, Pete and I have culled together our most beautiful European experiences for you 

here. There is no particular sequence in mind here, only that we have saved the best for last but each 

of these places has a unique charm and we have had warm and lovely experiences there.  

 

Warsaw, Poland 
 

A few years ago, my husband had to go to Europe on a business trip and asked if I wanted to go with 

him. Of course I did, and he said he was visiting Prague and Warsaw.  

 

At first, I did not think much of Warsaw until I started doing some research. I find that researching a 

place before you go is the best way to enrich your experience. With that in mind, check out the 

article I wrote on Warsaw. 

 

During World War II, Warsaw was unfortunately directly in the path of the Nazis and the Russians. 

The Nazis ended up taking over the city. Hitler, who had been murdering Jews, became angry that 

the Polls Jews rose up and fought in the Jewish Ghetto uprising. Although they were too few and 

poorly equipped, they did damage to the Nazi forces. Hitler then, in a fit of pique, completely 

destroyed the city.  

 

After the fall of Hitler, the city leaders decided to rebuild the city brick by brick. Student sketches 

from the local art school were used as a template, and whatever could be salvaged from the rubble 

was used to create a stunningly gorgeous “new” old town. 

 

 

https://www.supersavvytravelers.com/the-pheonix-city-warsaw-and-her-indomitable-people/


 

 

 

If you are a music lover, you must go see the Chopin museum where you can step into the past and 

see the actual letters to and from Chopin from friends and students. All the while you hear his 

breathtaking piano pieces being played in the background.  

 

While I was in Warsaw, I rented a bike and was able to get wherever I wanted to go. Biking in 

European cites is one of the best experiences one can have. You go quickly enough to see a lot but 

slowly enough to really enjoy the experience.  

 

 
 

The food in Warsaw is amazing and very different from the food in other parts of Europe.  

 

Warsaw is famous for its pierogis which are little meat pies served fried or steamed either naked or 

with variety of sauces. They are not to be missed. I had them for every meal.  

 



 

 

 
 

While we were there we were fortunate enough to have discovered MaMaison La Regina in the old 

town. This beautiful hotel/spa is surprisingly inexpensive considering the top-notch quality and 

service.  

 

Of all the places I have visited in Europe, Warsaw is one of my absolute favorites. I am so inspired by 

the indomitable spirit of her people and the beauty of her art and architecture.  

 

You will not be disappointed.  

 

Prague, Czech Republic 
 

Prague is a magical city. During the day it boasts of classic medieval castles, city gates and apartments. 

The town square is magnificent and is well known for its amazingly delicate and exquisite clock 

tower which features tiny figures who parade above the clock face every time the clock strikes the 

hour.  

 

You can find it by locating the crowd in the square when it is approaching the hour. Happy faces are 

looking up in expectation.  



 

 

 
 

The town square there is huge and music is ubiquitous. Classical string quartets spring up everywhere 

to play for tourists and natives alike. Every corner seemingly has some musical offering of all types. 

 



 

 

 
 

If you love concerts like I do, check out the concerts in the famous Mirror Chapel. When we were 

there we enjoyed a string quartet playing classical favorites in this chapel where the acoustics were 

perfect.  

 

 
 

https://www.pragueticketoffice.com/venue/clementinum-mirror-chapel/


 

 

Get there early and climb into the choir loft up the stairs for a bird’s-eye view of the performance and 

an excellent view of the chapel itself.  

 

Another beautiful venue is the Estates Theater opera house where Mozart first presented his Don 

Giovanni in the 1700’s. 

 

We were lucky enough to catch an orchestra performance with a choir and principal performers 

performing Mozart’s Requiem.  

 

 
 

Walk through the old town in the evening. Prague is known for its lead crystal and in the evening 

the store windows are filled with crystals of all different colors that sparkle and shine. You find 

yourself running for window to window to see the glorious displays.  

https://www.pragueticketoffice.com/prostoradetail.aspx?id=the-estates-theatre-don-giovanni&lang=en


 

 

 
 



 

 

If you are in the market for a crystal chandelier or crystal wine glasses, this is the place to get them.  

Prices are relatively inexpensive and many places do ship. 

 

The food in Prague was fabulous too. They are very heavy on meat and when you order a dish, be 

ready because you can feed an army with it.  

 

 
 



 

 

  



 

 

Aachen, Germany 
 

When I was a kid I lived in Brussels and I was going to put it on this list but frankly, there have been 

some disturbing events in Brussels and I honestly do not know whether it is as I remembered it.  

 

I do remember well, however a day trip we made to Aachen as soon as the first snow fell in Brussels.  

 

Aachen is a lovely spa city near Germany’s borders with the Netherlands and Belgium. The day we 

were there was a snowy and freezing day which made ducking into coffee shops for a steaming cup of 

Joe and a tantalizing German pastry a no brainer. I think I had three pastries that day and numerous 

coffees.  

 

After stuffing yourself with pastries you had better start walking it off. There is no better way to do 

so than exploring the stunning , also known as Aix-La-Chapelle.  

 

Aachen Cathedral is a World Heritage site and was constructed by Charlemagne in 805 AD. In 

addition to its stunning architecture, Aachen Cathedral is filled to the rafters with historical treasures 

including Charlemagne’s throne and a myriad of other wonders. If you tire of the cathedral you can 

wander over to the Cathedral Treasury and see more.  

 

If the cold has permeated your coats and gloves, it is time to head over to the Carolus Thermen Baths 

and Hot Springs. 

 

The ancient Romans  knew how to heat up the body and the spirit. Immerse yourself in the warm 

water and revel in the beauty of the architecture. Hint:  bring your own flip flops and towel or they 

charge you extra. All in all you can bathe for up to five hours for a mere 13 Euros.  

 

All through the year there are beautiful things to discover in Aachen but Christmas time is especially 

beautiful. If you happen to be there for the holidays, take in the Christmas Market or Markt located 

in the old town center. The rest of the year it is an outdoor market but around the holidays it dresses 

itself up for Christmas.  

 

  

http://(https/www.aachenerdom.de/en/
https://www.carolus-thermen.de/en/thermalbath/
https://www.carolus-thermen.de/en/thermalbath/


 

 

Naples, Italy 
 

Naples, is normally where the guidebooks stop and some don’t even venture into the city. You have 

to like a lot of motion and excitement to enjoy Naples because it really is an in your face, wild and 

wooly place. The people are warm and friendly. The food is amazing and the whole city seems like it 

is vying for your attention.  

 

 
 

While there you have to see the Chapel of San Severino where several magnificent marble sculptures 

are on display including the breathtaking Veiled Christ  by Giuseppe Sanmartino. 

 

Glances in any direction reveal stunning works of art and the chapel itself has a unique history.  

 

After the hushed beauty of San Severino, head out in a westerly direction to the Spaccanapoli. The 

Spaccanapoli is the street that divides Naples in half. It is the most wild and bright and colorful and 

noisy street I have ever experienced. Pastry vendors shove their cases out into the path of pedestrians 

in a desperate effort to attract attention away from all the cacophony and riot of color.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cappella_Sansevero
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veiled_Christ


 

 

 
 

Restaurants ply their wares and gift shops abound. It is a treat for the senses but it can get 

overwhelming so definitely stop and treat yourself to one of the pastries because you will need a 

break.  

 

  



 

 

Paestum, Campagna, Italy 
 

If you are a history nut like most travelers, you must see Paestum.  

 

Paestum is an ancient Greek city (600 to 450 BC) and is beautifully preserved from the Magna Grecia. 

 

 
 

Back in the day, before the Roman Empire, the Greeks dominated Southern Europe. Its dedication to 

order, philosophy and learning made Greece the eminent powerhouse and home to all things learned.  

 

With a tiny bit of imagination one can look at Paestum and see what the city was like. It had 

magnificent temples which are still remarkably preserved today. The ruins of the city are also still 

relatively intact. Walking along the street where the markets were, you can almost hear the crowds 

and the vendors. It is an amazing experience.  

 



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

Budapest, Hungary 
  

Until recently Budapest was relegated to the backs of people’s minds as somewhere far away that one 

might never see or experience. That has all changed and Budapest is really making a name for itself as 

a tourist destination.  

 

Budapest is divided into two sectors, the hilly Buda side and the flat Pest side.  

 

 
 

Take the funicular up the hill to Buda’s old town and Buda Castle. Pete still waxes lyrical about how 

beautiful the old town is. When you have thoroughly explored the ancient town and castle, relax 

aboard tour on the Danube and take in the sights from the water.  



 

 

 
 

There is so much to do in Budapest that one cannot set it all out here. Just go and experience it. You 

will not be disappointed.  

 

Matera, Basilicata, Italy 
 

Matera is a magical town. It was not always the Mecca for art and music that it is today. Despite being 

located on the top of a hill in the innermost part of Basilicata, Matera has reinvented herself into a 

stunning Mecca for all things artistic.  

 

Located as it is in Southern Italy, the prices for anything from a night at a BNB, to food, to gifts are 

extremely low when compared to the bigger Italian cities and yet you will never forget Matera.  

 

Walk the road that rings the city and see where Mel Gibson filmed the final scenes of The Passion. 

Shop with the street vendors there and purchase sculptures from local artists who carve the local 

stone.  



 

 

 
 

In the evening have dinner in a restaurant overlooking the Sassi, Matera’s old town, and read my 

article on how Matera and the Sassi went from being the shame of Italy to a jewel in her crown. 

 
 

https://www.supersavvytravelers.com/christ-stopped-at-eboli-but-you-should-go-on-to-matera-italy/


 

 

 

Santa Domenica Talao, Italy 
 

Ok so here is my favorite place planet earth.  

 

In 2011 my husband and I purchased an apartment on the top floor of a 400 year old house in the old 

town of Santa Domenica Talao and we have never regretted a single minute of our time there.  

 

Santa Domenica Talao is located in Calabria, Italy. The train from Rome snakes southward along the 

impossibly blue Mediterranean. The ride is punctuated by the blackest of tunnels taking you through 

mountains, literally.  

 

Get off at the Scalea/Santa Domenica Talao station and head up the hill. 6 kilometers above the sea is 

our village. There are many villages in Calabria but this one is filled with artists, chefs, gardeners, 

wood workers, architects, builders, priests, students and every type of person you can think of all 

living together as one giant family.  

 

Pete and I are so lucky to have been accepted and embraced by this village.  

 

 
 

Walk through the beautiful piazza covered with flowered tiles installed by local artists. Gaze at the 

sweeping view of the sea from the new terrace recently built to afford tourists and residents alike 

inspirational views.  

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Then walk toward the back of the village and look for a ruined pink house just up for Nunzia’s store.  

 



 

 

 
 

That is the home of our future bed and breakfast there.  

 



 

 

Hopefully by the time you read this Casa Cristina will be up and functioning. It will have sweeping 

views of the sea and mountains and balconies overlooking the street leading to the piazza.  

 

Just down a few doors is Nunzia’s store. Pop in and catch up on everything that is happening in the 

village. Then walk over to the Bar Chiazza for a perfect cafe and gelato. 

 

 
 

Tourism has started inching its way up the hill from Scalea and you can now get guided tours of the 

church and catacombs underneath. You can also get tours of the village and learn the history of a 

village that is easily twice as old as America.  

 

Chat with the residents and see what it was like growing up in a Calabrian hill town and if you are 

lucky enough to chat with the older residents you will catch a glimpse of a very different way of life 

that only recently changed.  

 



 

 

 
 

As you have probably guessed, Europe has many, many hidden gems. Pete and I are only beginning 

to experience them all.  

 

If you want us to create a trip for you, please write us at info@supersavvytravelers.com 

 

mailto:info@supersavvytravelers.com

